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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DECLARATION 
 

 Yakutat Airport 
Yakutat, Alaska 

 
ILS or LOC/DME RWY 11 (Amend) 

LOC/DME BC RWY 29 (Amend) 
VOR/DME RWY 29 (Amend) 
RNAV (GPS) RWY 2 (Amend) 

RNAV (GPS) RWY 11 (Amend) 
RNAV (GPS) RWY 29 (Amend) 

(Obstacle) Departure Take-Off Minimums (Amend) 
 
Description of Action: 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing to amend multiple air traffic 
procedures for Yakutat Airport (PAYA), Yakutat, Alaska, to conform to the current criteria and 
comply with the Alaska non-directional beacon (NDB) decommissioning program. The proposed 
amendments relative to the current procedures are described in the following figures.  

Instrument Landing System (ILS) or Localizer (LOC) Runway (RWY) 11 

• The procedure name would be 
updated from ILS or LOC/Distance 
Measuring Equipment (DME) 
Runway (RWY) 11 to ILS or LOC 
RWY 11. 

 OCC NDB would be removed from 
the procedure; this will remove the 
procedure turn (PT) from the 
procedure.  

• ADKUH precision final approach fix 
(PFAF) would move 132 ft. 

• FETOB step-down fix (SDF) would 
move 1,100 ft. 

• CEYAS missed approach point 
(MAP) would move 196 ft west along 
the final approach course to meet fix 
displacement criteria.  

• 2019 arrival tracks are depicted in 
black. 
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LOC/DME Back Course (BC) RWY 29 

 

VOR/DME RWY 29 

 

• LOC/DME RWY 29 would be renamed 
LOC BC RWY 29.  

• JOTWI PFAF would move 183 ft. 
• LULIC MAP would move 391 ft 

southeast to meet fix displacement 
criteria.  

• TATBE fix would move 30 ft northeast to 
align arc with final approach course.  

• YISPO initial approach fix (IAF) altitude 
would decrease from at or above (AOA) 
4,000 to AOA 2,500 ft, to match standard 
terminal arrival route (STAR) altitude.  

• 2019 arrival tracks are depicted in black. 

• GALGE final approach fix (FAF) would 
move 202 ft. 

• YISPO IAF altitude would decrease from 
AOA 4,000 to AOA 2,500 ft, to match 
STAR altitude.  

• 2019 arrival tracks are depicted in black. 
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RNAV (GPS) RWY 2 

 RNAV (GPS) RWY 11 

 

• The terminal arrival area (TAA) would be updated 
from Y-shaped to T-shaped. 

• SAYOP IAF would move 4.14 nautical miles (NM) 
north. The new initial segment course would read 115°.  

• WOKEL IAF would move 4.01 NM northeast. New 
initial segment course would read 295°.  

• The left TAA step-down (SD) arc would be reduced 
from 22 NM to 18 NM. 

• The straight-in TAA altitude would decrease from 
3,200 ft mean sea level (MSL) to 3,100 ft MSL.  

• Left and right outer arcs would decrease from 7,800 ft 
MSL to 6,800 ft MSL.  

• The glidepath/threshold crossing height (TCH) would 
change from 3.00°/TCH 45 to 3.00°/TCH 30, to closely 
match the visual glide slope indicator (VGSI). 

• PFAF ROHAN would move 160 ft.  
• Localizer performance with vertical guidance (LPV) 

height above touchdown (HAT) would increase from 
250 to 265 ft above ground level (AGL) 

• Lateral navigation (LNAV)/vertical navigation (VNAV) 
and LNAV HAT expected to decrease from 490/435 ft 
AGL to 447/428 ft AGL, respectively.  

• Missed approach climb to altitude would decrease to 
500 ft MSL and speed restriction would be removed.  

• 2019 arrival tracks are depicted in black. 

• The TAA would be adjusted due to obstacle 
and airspace analysis. The straight-in TAA No 
PT and PT sections would adjust accordingly.  

• The east side of the straight-in TAA would 
increase to 8,700 ft MSL in step-down from 
2,900 ft MSL.  

• ADKUH PFAF would move 132 ft.  
• LNAV/VNAV minima would decrease from 

475 ft MSL to 434 ft MSL. LNAV HAT would 
increase from 427 ft AGL to 440 ft AGL.  

• FETOB SDF would move 1,100 ft and 
decrease from 680 ft MSL to 640 ft MSL.  

• Hold-in-Lieu altitude would increase from 
6,000 ft MSL to 8,700 ft MSL to match 
straight-in TAA altitude.  

• 2019 arrival tracks are depicted in black. 
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Most of the lateral changes to the procedures would be over water. The flight tracks and number 
of airport operations are not expected to change as a result of the Proposed Action. PAYA data 
from 2019 reveals approximately 2,820 annual aircraft operations, with less than 600 jet 
operations per year.1 Noise screening analysis was conducted using the initial screening module 
of the Terminal Area Routing Generation, Evaluation, and Traffic Simulation (TARGETS) 
                                                      
1. FAA’s Instrument Flight Procedure (IFP), Operations, and Airspace Analytics (IOAA) Tool 
(https://sda.faa.gov/login.htm#/). 
 

Area Navigation (RNAV) (Global Positioning System [GPS]) RWY 29 

 Obstacle Departure Take-Off Minimums 

 

• The TAA would be updated from Y-shaped to T-shaped.  
• DEDYA IAF would move more than 1 NM, and will be renamed.  
• DEDYA IAF would move 4.04 NM northwest. The new initial 

segment course would read 25°, 6.7 NM. 
• Straight-in PT TAA would decrease from 8,000 ft MSL to 7,900 ft 

MSL and course would change from 280° to 285°.  
• JOTWI PFAF would move to 183 ft to 592625.80N/1393131.91W. 
• LPV HAT would increase from 261ft AGL to 285 ft AGL.  
• LNAV/VNAV HAT would decrease from 458 ft AGL to 410 ft AGL. 
• LNAV HAT would increase from 454 ft AGL to 448 ft AGL. 
• The VGSI and RNAV glide path not coincident note would be 

removed.  
• 2019 arrival tracks are depicted in black. 

• OCC NDB reference on procedure would be removed. 
• Departure procedure would read:  

o RWY 2, climbing right turn direct YAK VOR/DME, continue 
climb to MEA via assigned airway.  

o RWY 11, climbing left turn direct YAK VOR/DME, continue 
climb to MEA via assigned airway.  

o RWY 20, climbing left direct YAK VOR/DME, continue 
climb to MEA via assigned airway. 

o RWY 29, climbing turning right direct YAK VOR/DME, 
continue climb to MEA via assigned airway. 

• 2019 departure tracks are depicted in grey. 

https://sda.faa.gov/login.htm%23/
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Aviation Environmental Design Tool (AEDT) environmental plug-in. The noise screening 
analysis passed the Operations Test (OPS Test), indicating that no further noise analysis was 
needed to implement the Proposed Action.2  
 
The Proposed Action does not involve land acquisition, physical disturbance, or construction 
activities. The following environmental impact categories were considered either not to be 
present or to have negligible or non-existent effects from the Proposed Action and, in accordance 
with Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations, did not warrant further analysis:  
 

• Biological resources (including fish, wildlife, and plants)  
• Climate  
• Coastal resources  
• Farmlands  
• Hazardous materials, solid waste, and pollution prevention  
• Land use  
• Natural resources and energy supply  
• Socioeconomic impacts and children’s environmental health and safety risks 
• Water resources (including wetlands, floodplains, surface waters, groundwater, and 

wild and scenic rivers) 
• Visual effects 

 
The National Environmental Policy Act NEPAssist Tool 
(https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/nepamap.aspx) was used to determine the potential to 
impact the following environmental categories: 
 

• Air quality3 
• Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f) 
• National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Section 106 
• Noise and noise-compatible land use 
• Environmental justice (this is a subcategory under the general heading of 

socioeconomic impacts) 
 

The following figure identifies the location of historical properties (brown icons), an Alaskan 
Native village (red dot), and wilderness areas (grey) in the vicinity of major lateral changes to 
procedures (solid orange), and minor changes along the procedure courses (light orange lines).  

                                                      
2. The OPS Test is a tool to help determine if further noise screening is required based on the number of operations 
at the airport of interest. FAA Order 1050.1F, Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures, states that no noise 
analysis is needed for proposals involving Design Group I and II airplanes in Approach Categories A through D 
operating at airports whose forecast operations in the period covered by the environmental review do not exceed 
90,000 annual propeller operations (247 average daily operations) or 700 jet operations (2 average daily operations).  
 

3. Implementation of the proposed action is not expected to affect air quality and is presumed to conform as 
Category 14, “Air Traffic Control Activities and Adopting Approach, Departure and Enroute Procedures for Air 
Operations,” as identified in the General Conformity Rule, 72 Fed. Reg. 41565-41580 (July 30, 2007). 
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In accordance with FAA Order 1050.1F, Paragraph 5-2, Extraordinary Circumstances, the FAA 
has reviewed the Proposed Action for factors and circumstances in which a normally 
categorically-excluded action may have a significant environmental impact requiring further 
analysis. The FAA has determined that no extraordinary circumstances exist that warrant 
additional environmental review. 
 

 
Declaration of Exclusion: 
The FAA has reviewed the above referenced Proposed Action and it has been determined, by 
the undersigned, to be categorically excluded from further environmental documentation 
according to FAA Order 1050.1F, Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures. The 
implementation of this action will not result in any extraordinary circumstances in accordance 
with FAA Order 1050.1F. 
 
Basis for this Determination: 
This review was conducted in accordance with policies and procedures in Department of 
Transportation Order 5610.1C, Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts, and FAA 
Order 1050.1F. 
 
The applicable categorical exclusion is: 
 
5-6.5.i. - Establishment of new or revised air traffic control procedures conducted at 3,000 feet 
or more above ground level (AGL); procedures conducted below 3,000 feet AGL that do not 
cause traffic to be routinely routed over noise sensitive areas; modifications to currently 
approved procedures conducted below 3,000 feet AGL that do not significantly increase noise 
over noise sensitive areas; and increases in minimum altitudes and landing minima. 
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Recommended by: 
 

Air Traffic Manager Review/Concurrence 
 
 
 
 
Signature:    Date:   
Name: Talon Medema 
 Air Traffic Manager 
 Anchorage ARTCC 
 
 
Concurrence by: 
 

Western Service Area Environmental Specialist 
 
 
 
 
Signature:    Date:   
Name: Vikas Uberoi 
 Environmental Protection Specialist, Operations Support Group  
 Western Service Center, AJV-W25 
 
 
Approval by: 
 

Western Service Area Director or Designee Approval 
 
 
 
 
Signature:    Date:   
Name: B. G. Chew 
 Acting Group Manager, Operations Support Group  
 Western Service Center, AJV-W2 
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