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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DECLARATION 
 

Charles M Schulz - Sonoma County Airport, CA 
 

ILS or LOC/DME RWY 32 
RNAV (GPS) RWY 32 

Textual Departure 
CHARLIE FIVE Departure 

FREES NINE Departure 
SANTA ROSA EIGHT Departure 

 

Description of Action: 
The Santa Rosa (STS) Very High Frequency Omni-Directional Range (VOR)/Distance 
Measuring Equipment (DME) will be decommissioned under the VOR Minimum Operating 
Network Program. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing to replace the STS 
VOR/DME with a new waypoint, ROZZA, which will impact the air traffic procedures serving  
Charles M Schulz - Sonoma County Airport (KSTS), California.  
 
The table below shows the changes to the current air traffic procedures at KSTS. The 
highlighted items are minor changes that do not require additional analyses for environmental 
impacts. Items that are not highlighted are also minor but do require further analyses to make a 
determination about their environmental impacts. 
 

Procedure Name Proposed Changes 
Instrument Landing System (ILS) or 
Localizer (LOC)/DME Runway (RWY) 32 

- Change name to ILS or LOC/DME 
RWY 32 Amendment 19A to comply 
with criteria.  

- Change the alternate missed approach 
to the primary and add a new 
alternate missed approach and 
holding at Point Reyes (PYE) VOR.  

- Remove the feeder beginning at the 
STS VOR/DME and remove hold-in-
lieu at LUSEE fix. 

Area Navigation (RNAV) (Global 
Positioning System [GPS]) RWY 32 

- Replace the STS VOR/DME with the 
ROZZA waypoint. 

Textual Departure - Cancel the current textual departure 
and replace it with a new departure 
procedure using sectors and visual 
climb over airport (VCOA). 

CHARLIE 5 Departure - Remove the STS VOR/DME from 
the chart. 

FREES NINE Departure - Cancel procedure. 
SANTA ROSA EIGHT Departure - Cancel procedure. 
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FREES NINE and SANTA ROSA EIGHT departures are currently being used; however, they are 
proposed to be canceled because they are dependent on the STS VOR/DME. The following 
figure shows the FREES NINE (green) departure route, SANTA ROSA EIGHT (blue) departure 
route, and the existing flight tracks (grey) for one week (February 1–7, 2020). After cancelations, 
departures will use either CHARLIE FIVE or textual departure procedures that allow vectors that 
could mimic the current FREES NINE or SANTA ROSA EIGHT routes. Therefore, the flight 
ground tracks are not expected to change after the proposed actions are implemented. 

 
The figure below shows the current CHARLIE FIVE departure procedure chart, which will be 
amended to remove the STS VOR/DME. 
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The following current textual departure will be replaced with a new, non-routed departure 
procedure using sectors and VCOA. 
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The following figures illustrate the new departure procedure—with VCOA and sectors—for each 
runway. 

 

 
 

VCOA 

 
 

Runway 2 Departure 
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Runway 20 Departure 

 
 

Runway 32 Departure 

 
 



6 

It is anticipated that, in the near future, non-conventional RNAV departure procedures will be 
implemented to mimic FREES NINE and SANTA ROSA EIGHT routes. In addition, the 
amendments to the other air traffic procedures were considered for cumulative impacts and 
were not expected to impact the proposed actions. 
 
In accordance with FAA Order 1050.1F, Paragraph 5-2, regarding Extraordinary 
Circumstances, the FAA has reviewed the proposed amendments for factors and circumstances 
in which a normally categorically-excluded action may have a significant environmental 
impact requiring further analysis. The FAA has determined that no extraordinary circumstances 
exist that warrant additional environmental review. 
 
Declaration of Exclusion: 
The FAA has reviewed the above referenced proposed action and it has been determined, by 
the undersigned, to be categorically excluded from further environmental documentation 
according to FAA Order 1050.1F, “Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures.” The 
implementation of this action will not result in any extraordinary circumstances in 
accordance with FAA Order 1050.1F. 
 
Basis for this Determination: 
The Aircraft Procedure Environmental Pre-Screening Filter was processed and reviewed by 
the Western Service Center. This review was conducted in accordance with policies and 
procedures in Department of Transportation Order 5610.1C, “Procedures for Considering 
Environmental Impacts” and FAA Order 1050.1F. 
 
The applicable categorical exclusion is: 
5-6.5.i. - Establishment of new or revised air traffic control procedures conducted at 3,000 
feet or more above ground level (AGL); procedures conducted below 3,000 feet AGL that 
do not cause traffic to be routinely routed over noise sensitive areas; modifications to 
currently approved procedures conducted below 3,000 feet AGL that do not significantly 
increase noise over noise sensitive areas; and increases in minimum altitudes and landing 
minima. 
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Recommended by: 
 
Facility Airspace Manager Review/Concurrence 
 

 
 
Signature:          Date:     
Name: Jeff Hubert 
 Air Traffic Manager 
 Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Center 

 
Concurrence by: 

 
Western Service Area Environmental Specialist 
 

 
 
Signature:                                                  Date:                            
Name:   Ryan Weller

Environmental Protection Specialist, Operations Support Group 
Western Service Center, AJV-W25 

Approval by: 
 
Western Service Area Director or Designee Approval 

 
 
 
Signature:   Date:  
Name: Shawn M. Kozica 

Manager, Operations Support Group 
Western Service Center, AJV-W2 
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