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Federal Aviation
Administration

Memorandum

Date: July 18,2023

To: Instrument Flight Procedures Service Providers

From: Eric S. Parker, Acting Manager, Flight Technologies and Procedures
Division

Subject: Waiver to FAA Order 8260.3, United States Standard for Terminal

Instrument Procedures (TERPS), STAR Termination Altitude

This memorandum waives the requirement of FAA Order 8260.3 paragraph 2-2-7.1(2) for
Flight Standards approval when, due to an operational need, an altitude is not established
at the termination fix on a STAR that does not join an approach.

Establishing an altitude at the termination fix on STAR that does not join an approach is
beneficial for arrival descent planning purposes and is highly encouraged where practical.
We recommend consulting Flight Standards, Flight Procedures and Airspace Group early
in the design phase to assist in understanding how an altitude at a termination fix benefits
operators.

No additional waiver request action is required. Please direct all inquiries to the Flight
Procedures and Airspace Group, Standards Section (405) 954-1139 or 9-AWA-AVS-
AFS420@faa.gov.
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Federal Aviation
Administration

Memorandum

Date: July 18,2023

To: Instrument Flight Procedures Service Providers

From: Eric S. Parker, Acting Manager, Flight Technologies and Procedures
Division

Subject: Waiver to FAA Order 8260.19, Flight Procedures and Airspace, STAR

Termination Altitude

This memorandum waives the requirement of FAA Order 8260.19 paragraph 4-5-2.j for
an altitude to be specified at the termination fix at the STAR termination point [see memo
dated July 18, 2023, subject: Waiver to FAA Order 8260.3, paragraph 2-2-7.(2)].

When no altitude is specified at that fix, the lowest altitude that will be assigned by air
traffic control at the termination fix must be used for descent gradient and obstacle
clearance calculations and noted in the Remarks section of Form 8260-17.1. Example:
LOWEST ASSIGNED ATC ALTITUDE AT GIZMO, 3000.

No additional waiver request action is required. Please direct all inquiries to the Flight
Procedures and Airspace, Standards Section (405) 954-1139 or 9-AWA-AVS-
AFS420@faa.gov.
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