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WILLISTON BASIN INTL 

WILLISTON, ND 
500K MAP 

VOR RWY 32 
ORIG

1  Feeder         TWR     2652 
3  CIDIN Arc    TWR     2804 
3  HASIP Arc   AAO     2546 
1  Interm          TWR     2652 
6  Final            T-Line   2429 
3  HIL               TWR    2804 
8  MA Lvl Sfc   AAO     2740 
#  MA Hold       TWR    2692
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100K MAP 
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6   Final                  T-Line       2429 
10 Circ Cat A-C      T-Line       2451  
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Letter sent by em

ail. 
D

isagree that the project w
ill have "no significant im

pact" and believe loss of this 

agricultural land w
ill have significant environm

ental, financial, social, and fam
ilial im

pacts.

T
oday's farm

ers and ranchers pretty m
uch have to be born into it.  F

arm
ing takes a huge 

m
onetary investm

ent. 

G
ood agricultural land is a finite

 thing.  T
he C

ity of W
illiston has grow

n from
 7 square m

iles 

to 20 square m
iles. T

he C
ity w

ant to take an additional 1565 of agricultural land in W
illiam

s 

C
ounty for the airport.  A

pproxim
ately 6 to 20 acres of agricultural land has been taken out  

of agricultural production from
 each section in W

illitam
s C

ounty and has reduced 

production around them
. T

here is already the lost of ag land from
 industrail parks, 

com
m

ercial interprises, and subdivisions.  T
he com

m
ent discusses the possibility of 

ancillary businesses that w
ill occur around the airport and bypass and does not believe 

that the zoning agreem
ent to restrict developm

ent w
ill be enforced as an auction business 

has already been approved.  

W
hat kind of land uses w

ill be allow
ed near the airport? A

s stated in the F
O

N
S

I: " T
he 

airport w
ill coordinate w

ith the city of W
illiston and/or W

illiam
s C

ounty to develop zoning 

regulations lim
iting the land use types near the new

 airport to those com
patible w

ith airport 

operations." W
ill these be m

otels, gas stations, restaurants, U
P

S
/F

edE
x facilities? 

B
etw

een the new
 airport proposal and the new

 T
ruck R

eliever R
oute, there are a num

ber 

of access roads and approaches to existing fields and/or pastures that have been or w
ill be

elim
inated, leaving no access route to several fields and/or pastures.

T
he U

.S
. and the w

orld do not have significant food reserves to last m
ore than a few

 

m
onths. S

tates that m
ore people died from

 starvation than died m
ilitary deaths in E

urope 

during W
W

II. E
urope understands hunger and, after suffering great depravation as the 

result of tw
o w

orld w
ars fought on its soil in the last century, treats both agricultural land 

and farm
ers w

ith great respect.

C
om

m
ent noted. 

B
elieves there are other options for a new

 airport, unlike w
hen there is not enough farm

 

land or food. T
he airport can be left w

here it is, at least for now
.  It is not ideal, but it w

orks.

T
he need for a new

 airport is discussed in Chapter 1 - Purpose and Need
 of the the E

A
.  

A
 lot of m

oney has been spent in recent years on the airport.  N
o m

atter w
here the m

oney 

has com
e from

, it ultim
ately cam

e, and w
ill continue to com

e, from
 taxpayers’ pockets.

C
om

m
ent noted. 

I drive by the airport and see that the new
 700-space parking lots are not full (the new

 

airport plans to park 1500).  P
eople I know

 w
ho have flow

n this year say there w
ere em

pty 

seats and no problem
 getting a ticket.  T

he W
illiston Job S

ervice director reported at the 

recent W
E

S
T

! event that m
any oil-field com

panies no longer pay for the travel of their 

w
orkers to go back to  w

herever “hom
e” w

as w
hen the w

orkers go on days off.  A
s a result, 

m
any w

orkers are purchasing a hom
e here so their fam

ilies can join them
 here.  T

he 

urgent dem
and for airplane seats is not as great as it has been.  

D
ra

ft F
O

N
S

I C
o
m

m
e
n
ts

/R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s

S
L

O
U

L
IN

 F
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L
D

 IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
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P

O
R

T
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A
ccess to rem

aining farm
land outside the new

 airport property w
ould not be restricted. T

he proposed action includes a sm
all tow

nship road relocation to ensure reasonable access to all adjacent properties.  

T
he local S

ocial and E
conom

ic C
haracteristics including recent changes from

 the drop in oil price are discussed in Section 1.3.1 Local Social and Economic Characteristics of the E
A

. T
he grow

th in W
illiston's boardings has slow

ed dow
n but year 

to date traffic is still approxim
ately five percent higher than the sam

e tim
e last year (July 2014) according the the N

orth D
akota A

eronatics C
om

m
ission. D

ata from
 the N

orth D
akota Industrial C

om
m

ission and the D
epartm

ent of N
atural R

esources both 

indicate that continued grow
th in oil production in the region w

ill continue into the future, and given the cyclical nature of the oil industry, the need for travel w
ill increase at som

e tim
e in the future. T

he operations at the airport have increased and/or 

rem
ained steady throughout the study tim

efram
e and are predicted through aviation forecasts to increase.  T

he current airport does not m
eet F

A
A

 design standards.  

T
he various im

pacts these environm
ental categories are discussed throughout Chapter 4 of the E

A
. M

ore detailed references are included in the responses below
. 

T
he E

A
 discusses socioeconom

ic im
pacts of the proposed action in Section 4.2.15.1 of the E

A
.  

T
he cum

m
ulative im

pacts to loss of farm
land from

 past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions w
ithin M

ott and  C
row

 C
reek tow

nship has been review
ed and is discussed in Sections 4.2.19-4.2.21  of the E

A
. 

C
om

patible Land U
ses is discussed in Section 4.2.4 of the E

A
. C

om
patible land uses are those typically not negatively influenced by norm

al airport operations. T
he com

patibility of existing land uses in the vicinity of an airport is usually associated w
ith 

the extent of noise im
pacts occurring from

 airport property and safety concerns.

Z
oning law

s w
ould be im

plem
ented to restrict use of land adjacent to or in the im

m
ediate vicinity of the airport to activities and purposes com

patible w
ith norm

al airport operations, including aircraft landing and takeoff.

T
he expansion of hotels surrounding the existing airport w

as a function of overall dem
and in

 the m
arket and availability of developable land surrounding the airport over the past decade.It w

as not specifically due to the proxim
ity to the airport and 

providing service exclusively to the flying public. It is anticipated that travelers using the relocated airport w
ould still go

 to W
illiston for services like restaurants and hotels. S

ervice industries such as hotels, gas/convenience stores, and restaurants as 

w
ell as residential developm

ent are not likely to occur until such tim
e that the city lim

its of W
illiston begin to encroach upon the surrounding area. T

his is not anticipated to occur during the 20-year planning period. A
dditionally, a review

 of sim
ilarly

located airports in the state (G
rand F

orks, B
ism

arck, and D
ickinson) does not point to induced grow

th patterns caused by an airport. H
ow

ever, F
edE

x has expressed interest in constructing a service facility and sort station on the new
 airport. T

hese 

facilities have been included on the A
irport Layout P

lan and w
ere considered during the E

A
 review

 process. 
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T

here has been a significant slow
dow

n in the oil econom
y in the W

illiston area in the last 6 

m
onths or m

ore w
hich, I believe, w

ill continue for som
e tim

e and w
illnegatively affect the 

rate and/or am
ount of grow

th of air traffic forecast in the W
illiston F

O
N

S
I study.
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Letter sent by em

ail. 
W

hat are the things that can't be done at the existing airport as stated by the airport 

m
anager?

I understand that the current airport location, conditions, and flight paths are not ideal and, 

ultim
ately, should probably be m

oved to a new
 location.  B

ut for now
, w

e do have other 

options:

option of keeping the 50-passenger planes, or even using sm
aller com

m
uter-type planes 

again (If the airlines w
ant to use larger aircraft, that is their problem

.  I have heard 

concerns that use of larger aircraft w
ill result in

 reduction in the num
ber of daily flights 

leaving W
illiston),

the option of driving to larger airports to fly on larger airplanes,

the option to have a friend take us to the airport, use one of the now
 num

erous taxis in 

tow
n, or take a N

orthw
est T

ransit bus, rather than park our cars in airport lots,

the option to utilize the new
ly expanded facilities at W

atford C
ity for m

ore of the private jets 

flying in and out of the area,

the option of w
aiting to put an airport w

here som
eone actually W

A
N

T
S

 to sell their land,

the option of w
aiting to build a new

 airport at som
e future tim

e,   

and the option to w
ork w

ith the neighboring tow
ns in our region to build a R

egional A
irport.

W
ith a new

 airport, the C
ity w

ill suddenly be in our backyard, literally next door to land that 

w
e farm

; this is som
ething that, given the distance, should have taken decades to happen, 

if ever; not seem
ingly overnight.  

I am
 concerned about m

y neighbors w
ho w

ill unw
illingly lose their land, livelihoods, and 

w
ay of life.  I am

 concerned about the futures for m
y son and m

y neighbors’ children and 

grandchildren w
ho are planning to take over their fam

ilies’ farm
s and w

ho m
ay be crow

ded 

and forced out of their chosen livelihoods and w
ay of life by further developm

ent around 

the airport and lack of farm
land to buy or rent.

U
.S

. and w
orld populations are grow

ing.  Land is finite —
 w

e can’t just m
ake m

ore.  W
e do 

N
O

T
 have the option to get farm

land back, so w
e have an obligation to think long and hard 

about giving it up.

S
o in m

y opinion, yes, rem
oving good agricultural land from

 production for a new
 airport 

D
O

E
S

 have a significant environm
ental im

pact.

Im
pacts of the proposed actions to farm

land w
ere considered and are discussed in Section 4.2.7.1. Farmland Impacts/Mitigation.   It w

as determ
ined that there w

as no practicable alternative im
pacts to the farm

land as the N
o A

ction alternative did 

not m
eet the P

urpose and N
eed for the project and both build alternatives had im

pacts to farm
land w

ith the preferred alternatives farm
land im

pact rating being slightly higher.  T
he preferred alternative w

as selected as such due to the consideration of 

all environm
ental im

pacts com
bined.  T

he preferred alternative w
ould result in a conversion of 0.1 percent of farm

land in the county or local governm
ent unit to be converted.

T
he recent econom

ic factors have been review
ed and are docum

ented in Section 1.3.1. Local Social and Economic Characteristics of the E
A

 as m
entioned above. T

he purpose of the proposed action is to develop aviation facilities that m
eet F

A
A

 

airport design standards and accom
m

odate current and projected levels of aviation activity for the W
illiston, N

D
 area. T

he need for the proposed action is to develop aviation facilities necessary to m
eet the expected dem

and for the forecasted grow
th 

of air traffic in the W
illiston, N

D
 area consistent w

ith F
A

A
 airport design standards for A

R
C

 D
-III aircraft, as w

ell as provide the capability for anticipated future operations of larger aircraft.

S
ee response below

 for a list of issues for the No Action Alternative see Section 2.5.1 Alternative A - No Action
.  T

his list is a sum
m

ary of the item
s that currently are restricted at the existing airport. 

T
he use of turbojet aircraft at W

illiston w
as review

ed in a previous E
A

 that w
as approved in O

ctobor of 2012.  S
everal options to the use of turbojet aircraft, (typical 50 seat or larger com

m
erical aircraft) w

ere considered at that tim
e including an 

expanded turboprop schedule, driving to other airports, and expanded bus and rail service.  T
his alternative w

ould not m
eet purpose &

 need.  

A
 regional airport located centrally betw

een W
illiston, W

atford C
ity and S

idney, M
T

, w
as studied during the site selection process. A

 G
IS

 m
odel w

as used to rank areas in W
illiam

s, M
cK

enzie and R
ichland C

ounties for their com
patibility w

ith airport 

developm
ent. T

he area w
here A

lternatives w
ere developed ranked the highest due to a variety of factors, including terrain and a

voidance of know
n environm

ental issues. (Landow
nership and w

illiness to sell w
as not included as a factor in the site 

selection process.) A
dditional inform

ation can be found in Chapter 2 of the E
A

 and in the Sloulin Field Internation Airport Feasibility/Site Selection Study.
T

he option of not m
oving the airport, or w

aiting, w
as considered under the required N

o A
ction A

lternative. A
s stated in Section 2.5.1,  Alternative A - No Action the airport w

ould not m
eet design standards for the airplanes currently using the airport, 

including the 50-passenger planes that the airlines are operating and private aircraft flying into the airport. T
he challenges described in Chapter 1 Purpose and Need that w

ere being evaluated prior to the need for a change of A
R

C
 w

ould rem
ain. In 

addition to not m
eeting D

-III design standards, the airport w
ould continue to have the follow

ing issues:

 T
he runw

ay length, pavem
ent strength and rising terrain to the north of the airport w

ould continue to lim
it existing airline o

perations w
ith full aircraft. P

assengers and baggage w
ould continue to be bum

ped from
 flights.

 T
he relocated threshold on the south end of the runw

ay shortens the available runw
ay landing distance, w

hich lim
its certain aircraft from

 landing.

 T
he terrain north of the airport w

ould continue to lim
it the ability to develop precision instrum

ent approaches and departures for R
unw

ay 11. T
his w

ould lim
it certain aircraft’s ability to land in inclem

ent w
eather. 

 T
he prim

ary runw
ay and taxiw

ay w
ould need to be reconstructed, as the pavem

ents are at the end of their useful life. S
om

e of the pavem
ents are over 40 years old and are stressed because of increased use and lim

ited pavem
ent strength.

 T
ransm

ission lines that interfere w
ith departures on R

unw
ay 29 by restricting useful loads of turbine aircraft w

ould require rem
oval/m

odification.

 W
etlands located on the airport have been identified as high level w

ildlife attractants w
ould continue to exist and should be m

odified so they do not pose a hazard to aircraft. T
his includes the tw

o ponds on the W
illiston M

unicipal G
olf C

ourse.

 T
he W

illiston M
unicipal Landfill, located 2.3 m

iles east of the airport, w
ould continue to be identified as a contributing factor to the presence of hazardous w

ildlife on the existing airport.

 T
he nearby M

issouri and Little M
uddy R

ivers w
ould rem

ain and have been identified as hazardous w
ildlife attractants.

 T
he R

P
Z

 for the R
unw

ay 29 end w
ould continue to contain areas of developm

ent, w
hich F

A
A

 standards do not recom
m

end.

 T
he current term

inal building w
ould rem

ain at its current size, w
hich is drastically undersized, at 9,600 square feet. T

he Sloulin Field International Airport Feasibility/Site Selection Study, included on the R
eference D

ocum
ents C

D
 

recom
m

ended a term
inal of over 55,000 square feet to handle the current traffic the airport is experiencing. T

his w
as recom

m
ended only to handle the existing level of boardings and w

ould not accom
m

odate the forecasted boardings, as is being 

planned for the build alternative.

 V
ehicle parking w

ould continue to be lim
ited at the airport as all airport property in the vicinity of the term

inal that could be used for parking has been converted to parking and are being filled regularly.

 T
he general aviation and air cargo (including U

S
 C

ustom
s) w

ould continue to be negatively im
pacted as aircraft parking and taxiing w

ithin the object free zone is com
prom

ised. C
urrently, aircraft park on the taxiw

ays w
ithin the apron, lim

iting taxiw
ay 

flow
 and restricting aircraft m

ovem
ent.

T
he other options do not m

eet purpose &
 need as stated in Chapter 1 Purpose and Need

.

P
lease refer to Section 4.2.14 Socioeconomic Impacts, Environmental Justice, and Children's Environmental Health.

FAA Order 1050.1E, Appendix A, provides F
A

A
’s significance thresholds for m

any resources F
A

A
 actions often affect. A

 significant im
pact w

ould occur pursuant to N
E

P
A

 w
hen the total com

bined score on F
orm

 A
D

 1006 (copies available from
 

N
R

C
S

) ranges betw
een 200 and 260 points. N

ote that im
pact severity increases as the total com

bined score approaches 260 points.  T
he proposed action received a score of 195 on the F

orm
 A

D
 1006. 
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